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Abstract Conventional IP (Internet Protocol) is provided its reliability (i.e., robustness against the link/node failures) by a rout-

ing protocol. If we can utilize protection methods of WDM networks, we can expect much more reliable networks. However,

for IP over WDM networks, we need to build the WDM path networks by carefully taking account of the properties of IP routing

mechanisms. In this paper, we formulate the optimality problem for designing IP over WDM networks with protection function-

alities, by which we can offer the IP over WDM networks with high reliability.
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